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White House 
introduces 




President Obama announced 
his plans for more affordable 
higher education during a speech 
at Georgia Tech, March 10. 
The President highlighted the 
importance of a college education 
in today's society and introduced 
the Student Aid Bill of Rights, a 
new initiative designed to create 
affordable education for all 
Americans. 
The Bill of Rights outlines 
in four steps what is expected 
for financial aid for students. 
According to a White House 
press release, the bill advocates 
affordability of higher education. 
"Every student deserves 
access to a quality, affordable 
education at a college that's cutting 
costs and increasing learning," the 
bill said. 
The rest of the initiative 
guarantees that students can have 
access to the resources they need 
to pay for college, the right to an 
affordable repayment plan, and the 
right to quality treatment no matter 
their ability to repay the loan. 
During his speech, the 
See BILL, Page 2 
Associated Students Budget Committee runs out of money 
GIANNA CARAVETTA 





Earlier this week, Associated 
Students (AS) sent out an email on 
behalf of the Associated Students 
Budget Committee (ASBC) to the 
Torero organizations saying that 
as of March 10,2015, they will no 
longer accept budget requests. 
Bryan Chiang, a junior at the 
University of San Diego, is the 
Associated Students Executive 
Finance Chair. In his email to clubs 
and organizations on campus, 
Chiang said that AS has no more 
funds to allocate to their programs 
for the semester. He said that the 
lack of funds is due to the fact that 
unforeseen circumstances arose 
with respect to clubs. 
"The reasoning behind the 
lack of money available is due 
to increased number of clubs 
requesting money for General 
Body Meetings (GBMs), increased 
membership in existing clubs, 
and increased awareness of 
available funding from Associated 
Students," Chiang said. "These 
Growing pains with Ukraine and 
Russia reach outside of their borders 
MAKSYM COHEN 
CONTRIBUTOR 
The Russian military invaded 
Ukraine in November due to 
ethnic struggles of citizens in both 
regions. For many centuries and 
to this day, the diverse cultures 
of both Ukraine and Russia have 
caused a distinction between ethnic 
Ukrainians and ethnic Russians. 
The deep-rooted tensions 
between these two neighboring 
countries can be traced back to the 
time of Peter the Great, the czar of 
Russia in the early 18th century. 
Ryley Nork, a freshman 
at USD, is not quite sure what 
caused the altercation between 
Ukraine and Russia. However, 
Nork said that Russian president 
Vladimir Putin is responsible. 
"Putin's pursuit of power 
[is to blame]," Nork said. "He 
wants to gain more territory for 
Russia. But, to be honest, I am not 
really sure [why this happened]." 
The struggle for a cohesive 
national identity has plagued 
Eastern Ukrainians for many 
generations. Those living close 
to the Ukraine and Russia border 
struggled with this sense of 
identity. Many find it difficult to 
associate themselves with one 
country over the other. Many of the 
self-identified ethnic Russians who 
live in the eastern part of Ukraine 
feel that the eastern half of Ukraine 
should be Russian territory. 
The rest of Ukraine is 
made up of mostly ethnic 
Ukrainians who accept the current 
Ukrainian borders. These ethnic 
struggles between Ukrainians 
and Russians are the primary 
results of differences in culture. 
Anthropologically speaking, 
the language citizens speak is an 
essential component of a country's 
culture. Ukrainians speak the 
Ukrainian language, however, 
many citizens do speak Russian. 
Eastern Ukrainians in particular 
may speak Russian due to former 
Soviet Union dictator Joseph 
Stalin. Stalin implemented policies 
that created a genocide, killing 
three to five million Ukrainians. 
The Holodomor, as the 
genocide was called, was the 
process of Ukrainian farmers 
taking grains and crops to feed 
the growing Soviet army in 
preparation for World War II. In 
an attempt to cover up this huge 
loss of population, Stalin sent 
many ethnic Russians to Ukraine 
to restore the population. These 
Russian citizens, traveling by 
foot back to the Ukraine, brought 
See UKRAINE, Page 2 
reasons are not indications of bad 
practices or planning, rather they 
are results that naturally occur 
as the students' demand 
for funding outgrows 
the relatively fixed 
amount of budget 
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m o n e y  
b u d g e t e d  
from their 
tuition dollars is 
not being wasted. 
"The ASBC funding 
has not been wasted nor has 
it been spent inappropriately in 
any way," Pera said. "This is not 
a permanent situation. Associated 





all the student organizations' 
understanding and patience in the 
meantime." 
Chiang said that AS was 
given a $1.2 million budget 
from students' activity fees. 
However, since all of that 
money was already 
allocated, ASBC 
announced there 
will be a halt to 
further funding. 
" U n t i l  
more funding 
is made 




s u s p e n d  
all funding 
r e q u e s t s , "  
Chiang said. 
* % "Funds will be 
made available 
* in the future when 
currently outstanding 
allocations are either 
spent or given back to the 
Associated Students. Student 
organizations have 30 days 
after the day of their event to 
turn in the proper paperwork 
See MONEY, Page 3 
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Hard liquor like tequila cocktails will be banned at Dartmouth University in the near future. 
USD looks at Dartmouth University's 
banning of hard liquor 
CAITLAN BERTRAM 
CONTRIBUTOR 
Dartmouth University in 
Hanover, N.H., is taking extreme 
efforts to ensure the safety 
of students on campus. The 
university is moving forward in 
an effort to ban hard liquor with 
more than 15 percent alcohol, 
create six new student-housing 
systems, and include a four-
year sexual violence prevention 
program in the curriculum. 
According to Dartmouth's 
website, 60 percent of students are 
involved in a Greek organization. 
These policies are not to ban these 
organizations, however they will 
be held to a higher standard with 
punishments for organizations that 
do not follow the code of conduct. 
Three thousand miles away, 
University of San Diego students 
are sharing theirown opinions about 
Dartmouth's new campus policies. 
First year student, Bailey-
Marie Donnelley, a member of Pi 
Beta Phi Fraternity for Women on 
USD's campus, makes note that 
drinking is part of the social life. 
"Everyone is drinking at house 
parties and most of the time it isn't 
soft alcohol," Donnelley said. 
Donnelley does not agree 
with the policy of banning hard 
alcohols on campus as she finds 
the policy to be restricting. 
"It's inhibiting their freedom," 
Donnelley said. "When you're over 
21 you can use alcohol. If you're 
living in Greek housing and over 
21 they shouldn't be able to tell you 
what you can and cannot drink." 
Sophomore, Heather 
Schuettner, also questions how 
the university will regulate 
drinking inside the Greek 
houses because she does not 
find the policy to be realistic. 
"I don't understand how 
you can regulate hard liquors but 
not beer and wine," Schuettner 
said "You could only ban hard 
liquors if you promote soft 
alcohols which the university isn't 
allowed to do because it would 
See DRINKING, Page 2 
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I am 97 years old, or at least I 
will be by the time midterms finish. 
Midterms are here, we are dealing 
with the grief, the frustration of 
grades and early morning disbelief. 
Midterms, a topic that many 
columnists before me have written 
about, and many columnists after 
me will write about. Being a 
tightly wound 19-year-oLd girl that 
I am, midterms present dilemmas. 
The dilemma always faces 
me: do I tear my hair out first, or 
do I run screaming toward the exit 
and never look back. No matter 
how I try to keep it together, I 
believe that with each gripping 
anxiety, directed at either my 
paper, a coming exam, or even 
on occasion my teachers, I age 
each time I open up my notebook. 
By the time I am thirty, I fully 
expect to have a full head of silver 
hair and wrinkle lines the size 
of constellations. I cannot relax 
during this time of the semester, so 
I simply power through. With less 
than five hours of sleep a night, 
endless rereads of course material, 
and the anxiety of ultimate 
failure, I try to make it to the end. 
And I think the frustration 
lasts so long because USD's 
midterms do not fall in the 
same two weeks. I have had 
midterms starting in February, 
and they will continue until 
spring break. So, naturally, this 
is the most trying time for me. 
1 have tried different 
approaches. Many students feel the 
anxiety that I feel, however, there 
are some who present a laid back, fly 
by the seat of your pants mentality 
that seems to work for them. 
You know the student 
who does not read any of 
the course material, simply 
glances over their notes once 
through, and makes the grade. 
I am not of this exceptional 
population. I am the Joffrey to 
the Tyrion Lannisters of studiers. 
While others present a tactical 
way to go about studying, like 
Tyrion from Game of Thrones, I 
rather fancy myself the ridiculous 
boy king who becomes ridiculous 
during these few weeks. I am the 
character that no one wants to be 
around, but they have no choice. 
For those Tyrion's, I envy 
you, as you control the test and 
the test does not control you. 
Similar to my Game of 
Thrones counterpart, I am handled 
by the test, as he is handled by 
his overprotective mother Cersei. 
Midterms turn me into 
a monster, and I hope that 
when it is all over, I can still 
revert to the anxious,. less 
overbearing person that I am. 
Good luck to everyone during 
midterms, be you a Stark or a 
Lannister, may you power through. 
And hey, on the plus side, Game 
of Thrones comes back in April. 
THE VISTA 
USD community evaluates student bill of rights 
BILL continued from Front 
Page 
president stressed the importance 
of a higher education. 
"A college degree tells 
employers that you have a 
continuous capacity to learn new 
skills," Obama said. 
He noted that since a college 
education is the key to a growing 
middle class, that education 
should be available to everyone, 
regardless of their ability to pay. 
"I believe that America is not 
a place where higher education is 
reserved for the few," Obama said. 
In an effort to connect 
with more students about the 
initiative, the White House hosted 
a conference call for all college 
reporters that were interested 
about the issue. U.S Secretary 
of Education Arne Duncan and 
Senior White House officials 
spoke to students about the bill of 
rights, clarifying questions. 
Obama's plan to make college 
more affordable and available 
includes allowing students to 
cap their loan-payments at 10 
percent of their income, requiring 
businesses that service student 
loans to provide clear information 
and reasonable fees, and asking 
Congress to approve the initiative 
that makes community college 
free for everyone. 
"But also, in some cases, even 
if they could, they may choose to 
get two years of college free, and 
then be able to transfer the credits 
for their four-year education," 
Obama said. "We want to make 
community college, at minimum, 
just as free and universal as high 
school is today. That should be 
our new baseline. We want to get 
out ahead of the curve in terms of 
where we need to go." 
Political science professor 
Dr. Emily Edmonds-Poli finds that 
the initiative for two years of free 
community college is a beneficial 
idea. 
"[Free community college] 
is huge," Edmonds-Poli said. "It's 
a fantastic benefit for people who 
need to work, or can't commit to 
a four year university. But, it's 
going to be interesting how that 
will affect four year colleges since 
enrollment will change." 
Edmonds-Poli went through 
the process of paying off student 
loans for both undergraduate and 
graduate school. 
"Back then there was more 
availability of different types 
of loans," Edmonds-Poli said. 
"I can't remember trying to get 
information about loans, they were 
just available." 
While Edmonds-Poli paid 
up to seven percent interest on 
her loans, she did not face the 
obstacles that today's students face 
• when trying to pay for college. 
"I think having attention 
brought to the issue is a great 
thing," Edmonds-Poli said "It can 
make a big difference for students 
who don't have access to credit. 
But the question is whether the 
price of higher education will 
increase at the same rate it is now. 
If-that's the case I'm not sure how 
much it will help." 
Senior Amanda Gandy has 
' some experience with loans, and 
as a graduating senior will have to 
face the payments soon. 
"I feel pretty prepared [to 
pay my loans] but I'm in a lucky 
situation where the only loans 
I'm taking on are the ones to 
obtain more credits to fulfill the 
requirements to be a CPA [Certified 
Public Accountant]," Gandy said. 
Many students who depend 
on loans like senior Patrick Kallas 
are not in the same situation. They 
are not given clear instructions on 
how to start repayment, or how the 
process will work. 
"I understand that I have 
to start paying six months after I 
graduate, but it's kind of cloudy 
because I'm not sure how I'll be 
paying," Kallas said. "Or if I have 
a job if they factor in a percentage 
of my income." 
The bill of rights addresses 
the unclearness that surrounds 
loans and lending by setting 
guidelines for lenders and servicers 
of loans. 
"And every borrower has the 
right to quality customer service, 
reliable information, and fair 
treatment, even if they struggle 
to repay their loans," the White 
House press release said. 
"Four years ago I was a lot 
more worried than I am now, but 
it's still unclear how I'll be paying 
for my loans," Kallas said. "If I 
don't get a job [after graduation], 
I'll have to start researching what 
to do." 
The bill of rights is available 
online at whitehouse.gov for 
anyone to sign, showing their 
support for the initiative. By 
signing it, members of congress 
are more likely to see that this 
change needs to happen and enact 
new policies. 
USD looks at the Ukrainian-Russian border relationship 
UKRAINE continued from 
Front Page 
with them the Russian language, 
culture, religion, and history. 
Due to the large percentage of 
Russians in Eastern Ukraine, the 
region became more and more 
influenced by Russian ideals 
ancl culture as more Russians 
began to settle in the area. 
Jared Green, a USD freshman, 
believes that the tensions that lead 
up to the current conflict can be 
drawn back to the Soviet era. 
"Tensions from the 
post-Soviet era are the main 
culprit," Green said. "There 
has been a long history 
between those two countries." 
Green's explanation varies 
greatly when compared to what 
Nork said. The difference between 
both responses illustrates the 
uncertainty and varied views on the 
current situation in Eastern Europe. 
Under the communist 
regime, Ukrainians believed 
the Ukrainian language was in 
jeopardy because it was banned 
throughout the U.S.S.R. Due to 
Photo courtesy of Spiridon Ion Cepleanu/Wikimedia commons 
The border between Ukraine and Russia shares many attributes like language and culture. 
the nationalism of Ukrainians, the 
language was able to survive this 
period of oppression under Stalin. 
Ukrainian was banned in schools 
and was not to be spoken at all. 
Ukrainians believed that the only 
way to preserve their language and 
culture was*to practice them in 
secrecy and in fear of being killed 
if caught speaking Ukrainian. 
Ukrainians throughout the 
country feel closer to Ukraine 
than Russia because of the 
long and established history 
of Ukrainian culture, language 
and history. This shared culture 
creates a sense of identity and 
nationalism in a country in which 
the citizens have been oppressed, 
and punished throughout the 
course of Ukraine's history. The 
ongoing conflict in Ukraine is 
similar to how the regime of the 
U.S.S.R. was with Ukraine and its 
citizens during the 20th century. 
Although tensions 
between both nations still 
exist, there is hope among the 
USD community that they will 
reach a dignified closure soon. 
Changes at Dartmouth bring USD to question drinking policies 
DRINKING continued from 
Front Page 
promote underage drinking." 
Schuettner brought up 
Stanford's open-door policy, 
which allows students to drink 
in their dorm rooms as long 
as the RA's are able to see the 
residents are safe and drinking 
responsibly. She said Dartmouth 
should consider Stanford's policy 
rather than banning alcohol. 
"We're all in college and 
we're going to drink no matter 
what, and colleges know that," 
Schuettner said. "Dartmouth 
should just do the open-door 
policy to ensure the students drink 
responsibly." With a different 
mindset, Seraphim Himes, says 
banning hard liquor is a good idea 
especially for underage students. 
"It's good that the university 
is banning these alcohols and 
educating students about how bad it 
is for them at this age," Himes said. 
Himes cites that the 
education of alcohol consumption 
is an important factor of this new 
policy. A report of the presidential 
steering committee for moving 
Dartmouth forward reports that 
overconsumption is a mitigating 
factor in this new policy. 
"Most freshmen need medical 
help than upperclassmen due to 
overconsumption," the report said. 
According to the report, 
Dartmouth will ban hard 
liquor on March 30, 2015. 
Dartmouth University 
will be adding sexual violence 
programs to the undergraduate 
courses in the upcoming fall. 
First year student, Maddison 
Nelson, expresses the policy of 
having sexual violence classes as a 
positive change for the university. 
"It's a noble cause because it 
raises awareness for these prevalent 
issues," Nelson said. "The sexual 
assault issue that Dartmouth is 
addressing is something that all 
colleges should be considering." 
Even though the policies 
will add more courses to the 
curriculum, Himes also agrees 
to these four-year programs. 
"I think everyone should be 
educated on this topic no matter 
what grade level," Himes said. 
These efforts will attempt 
to reform social life and student 
safety at the Ivy League college. 
According to Rolling Stone 
Magazine, Brown University, 
Swarthmore College, and 
University of Virginia have already 
banned hard alcohol from social 
events on campus this month. 
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Mar. 3 
Location: Alcala Vista Apartments 
At approximately 12:44 p.m.. The Department of Public Safety 
responded to a report of a threatening note left on a vehicle. 
Upon investigation the note was found to be complaining about 
the way that the owner had parked their vehicle on campus. The 
vehicle's front fender was also found to have damage but it was 
determined that the damage was from a previous incident. 
Mar. 4 
Location: Maher Hall Reserved Parking 
At approximately 9:32 a.m.. The Department of Public 
Safety received a report of a hit and run that occurred 
between Feb. 24 and March 3. Upon investigation if was 
found that an unknown vehicle hif a University owned 
vehicle causing damage. 
Mar. 4 
Location: Maher Hall 
At approximately 11:08 p.m.. Public Safety responded 
to a report of a large gathering at Maher Hall. Upon 
investigation 12 individuals were contacted, identified 
as resident students and cited for possession of 
alcohol and being in the presence of alcohol. 
Mar. 5 
Location: Missions Parking Structure 
At approximately 6:20 a.m., The Department 
of Public Safety responded to a report of an 
altered parking Permit. Parking Services 
discovered the altered visitor pass on March 
05.2015. at approximately 12:58 P.m.. in the 
Mission Parking Structure. 
Mar. 5 
Location: Alcala West parking Lot 
At approximately 7:03 p.m.. The Department of Public Safety received a 
report of a hit and run that occurred between 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.. on Feb. 
27. Upon investigation the vehicle was found to have 16 to 18 inches of 
damage to the rear passenger side and a cracked lens. 
Mar. 9 
Location: Copley Library 
At approximately 6:27 P.m.. The Department of Public 
Safety responded to a report of laptop computer that 
was missing from Copley Library. Upon investigation, 
the laptop computer was returned to the owner by two 
unidentified males, a Phi Kap sticker was missing from 
the laptop computer along with two other stickers that 
had been partially torn. This case is currently under 
investigation. 
Mar. 11 
Location: San Gabriel Archangel 
At approximately 6:27 p.m., The Department of Public Safety responded to 
a report from a Resident Assistant who had made contact with two 
resident students with alcohol. Upon investigation. Public Safety located 
and confiscated the alcohol. It was determined that the individuals were 
able to care for themselves and the USD resident students were released 
to their residence. 
Mar. 12 
Location: Camino/Founders Courtyard 
At approximately 11:00 a.m.. The Department of Public Safety responded to a 
report of a theft of a bicycle from the Camino Founders Northwest Courtyard. 
Upon investigation, the bike was reported to have been locked to the rail on 
the Northwest Courtyard on March 11,2015. at approximately 12:00 p.m., 
and was discovered missing on March 12,2015, at approximately 9:15 a.m. 
The bicycle was a blue GIANT-Maverick brand and was valued at $400. 
Anyone having information regarding this theft is asked to contact the 
Department of Public Safety at 619-260-2222. Nota BreWm9tonfThe v,ste i 
USD clubs use out of pocket funding for their events 
MONEY continued from 
Front Page 
for reimbursement, or else their 
reimbursement is subject to 
denial." 
Molly Gartland, the president 
of the Panhellenic Council, 
said that Panhellenic took the 
initiative to submit their requests 
in early enough, so their events 
are relatively safe. "As far as the 
Panhellenic Council's funds being 
affected, we were fortunate enough 
to get our requests in early and get 
most of the funding we know we 
needed for this semester," Gartland 
said. "How this could affect us 
in the future is that it limits our 
Programming and Health and 
Wellness VPs from deviating from 
our scheduled budget if the need 
arises in the community. As for 
now, however, our budget is pretty 
even, and we don't foresee this 
causing too much of a problem for 
our Council." 
As Panhellenic seems to be 
relatively safe, other clubs suffer 
from budget setbacks and are 
working around this obstacle to 
keep their events on track. 
Noelle Souza, president of 
Students Making Initiatives to 
Love Everyone (SMILE) club, 
despite the setbacks, recognizes 
the tough position that AS is in. 
"I think that there are many 
factors that could have caused the 
budget to run out," Souza said. "It 
is very unfortunate since this is the 
time of year when big events need 
to occur, and the fact that they 
ran out of money confuses me. 
However, these things happen, and 
I'm sure AS is doing the best they 
can to bring funding back." 
Souza explained that SMILE 
club will have to use their own 
budget to cover their events, a 
tactic many clubs are turning to. 
"Some of our small events 
will have to be covered by our club, 
but our large events are covered 
by collaboration with other 
organizations and by donations," 
Souza said. 
Souza attempts to boost 
morale about the lack of a budget 
for her club and focuses on the 
positive. 
"SMILE Club is committed 
to spreading joy and happiness 
on campus, with or without a 
budget," Souza said. "We can do 
small events, such as simple lawn 
games and passing out stickers that 
do not require a significant amount 
of funding." 
Karina Salazar, president of 
Student Alumni Association, is 
also dealing with this new obstacle 
in funding events. Salazar hopes 
that setbacks like this will be a one 
time thing. 
"I suppose I'm mostly 
frustrated," Salazar said. "This 
was very out of the blue. And I 
really hope Student Orgs don't 
let this slip by without attention 
because it is very debilitating to 
our ability to hold events. I mean 
one of USD's great attractions is 
the opportunity for students to 
become part of organizations and 
create new ones." 
Salazar explains that, despite 
this setback, Student Alumni 
Association will not suffer due to 
the loss of AS funds. 
"Student Alumni Association 
events are planned to proceed as 
they have before," Salazar said. 
The main difference is we are 
operating on a tighter budget." 
Pera said that he wants to 
assure students involved with 
campus clubs and organizations 
that AS and the ASBC are working 
to solve this budget concern as 
soon as possible. He said that he 
understands concerns of students 
and will be fixing the problem 
promptly. 
"In summary, the big 
question that seems to be in 
everyone's mind at the moment 
is 'where did all the money go?"' 
Pera said. "In short, the money has 
been spent on all the great events 
[at USD] and toward GBMs. Our 
goal is to ensure that students 
have benefitted from these events, 
and they have done their best to 
promote inclusion, diversity, and 
fun to the student body in their 
efforts. [...] However, please take 
heart in that a solution is very near 
and that Associated Students is 
doing everything in its power to 
resolve this issue efficiently and 
effectively." 
Pera said it is highly likely 
that new funding will be made 
available in the near future. 
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Do you know where your 
produce comes from? Hopefully 
this will not be a question you 
have to ask yourself much longer. 
San Marcos is trying 
to start a farming revolution. 
About seven months ago, Home 
Town Farms opened their doors 
with the mission of bringing 
fresh produce to local vendors 
within hours of the fruits and 
vegetables being harvested. 
This is great news for students 
in San Diego and the surrounding 
community because this will mean 
a boost for the local economy. 
Home Town Farms has 
already started delivering their 
produce to four Whole Foods 
stores in San Diego and plans on 
selling to Jimbo's soon. I love 
that this is becoming a thing. 
The idea of having produce in 
my local stores and knowing 
where it came from is amazing, 
It only takes one person 
to make a change, and the rest 
will follow. My hope is that 
this trend continues and that 
we will eventually end up with 
all organic and local produce. 
The farm uses a process 
called vertical farming, which 
not only saves space, but also 
uses less water. It is estimated 
by the owners that they save 
about 80 percent of the water 
that traditional farms would use. 
They also believe that the three 
acres of growing space they have 
can produce up to 1.5 million 
pounds of produce annually. 
California is known 
for its droughts, and I think that 
the significant cut in the use 
of water will really help out in 
future years. Imagine if all the 
* land we used for farming was 
set up the way this one was. 
We would have so much more 
space and our water usage would 
be phenomenally decreased. 
If what the owners 
believe is true, and a three acre 
plot can produce 1.5 million 
pounds of produce, then it is 
entirely believable that we 
could create a sustainable 
farming system based solely 
on greenhouse-grown produce. 
The USDA released 
research that said that consumer 
demand for this kind of produce 
is continuously growing and 
that consumers actually prefer 
organically produced food 
and will willingly pay the 
extra money for quality food. 
This is a promising 
trend, and though 1 do hope 
that some day we will be able 
to sustain ourselves on this type 
of farming, 1 know that it may 
take a while to take the plunge. 
THE VISTA 
Identity theft on the rise 
Costco is teaming up with Visa 
Durough added that the 
identity theft did not end simply 
at the cancelling of the offending, 
credit card. She continued 
describing the months that 
followed the discovery of a stolen 
identity. 
"They eventually 
ordered a new credit card and 
actually came to pick it up and 
sign for it," Durough said. "We 
were probably out of the house 
at the time or something, because 
we never saw anyone out on our 
lawn signing for anything. It was 
creepy, knowing that they knew 
where we lived. Eventually, we 
got everything sorted out, but we 
never actually caught the thief," 
USD as a whole has 
also experienced identity theft in 
the form of a phishing email sent 
out to numerous USD students 
and alumni earlier this year. This 
email would ask for a student's 
USD ID, which would then be 
used to access school records and 
possibly extort money. 
In response to this email, 
USD's Information Technology 
Services have taken steps to 
prevent further phishing emails 
and identity theft. In a set of 
frequently asked questions 
released on their website, ITS 
advised that identity theft can be 
prevented by making sure you 
never share private information 
with anyone and by being careful 
about throwing out anything 
with your address' or any other 
identifying information on it. 
To quickly catch an 
identity thief, keep careful tabs 
on your financial statements 
and look out for charges that do 
not look like ones that you have 
made. 
RACHELTRUONG 
ASST. BUSINESS EDITOR 
A Costco membership has 
become a coveted item due to 
the ability for members to buy 
food in bulk for a cheap price. 
For students at the University of 
San Diego, this is no exception, 
especially since a Costco location 
is just five miles away from the 
school. 
One of the benefits of 
being a Costco member is the 
ability to use the TrueEarnings 
Card, a credit card issued by 
Costco and American Express, 
that allows members to earn cash 
back from eligible purchases. 
This card, a result of a 16 year 
partnership between Costco and 
American Express, is considered 
a rewards card. Members are able 
to get up to a three percent cash 
rebate when they use it. 
However, Costco has 
announced that the partnership 
will soon end due to disagreements 
over contract terms. American 
Express will be replaced by Visa 
by April 2016. Members with 
American Express TrueEarnings 
Cards will have them replaced 
with co-branded cards from Visa. 
In addition, Costco will only 
accept Visa credit cards at their 
warehouses and gas stations. 
News of this switch has 
been met with generally positive 
opinion. Visa offers eight different 
types of student cards, which are 
offered to and used by college 
students worldwide. One such 
user is USD student and Costco 
member Madison Mascetti, who 
has shopped at Costco and used 
their TrueEarnings card for many 
years. 
"Costco's switch to Visa 
RACHELTRUONG 
ASST. BUSINESS EDITOR 
Your identity is your prized 
possession. It is what defines 
you and what allows you to do 
just about anything, from getting 
a job to applying for a credit 
card. However, what many do 
not realize, is just how easy and 
costly it is to get their identity 
stolen. 
The Bureau of Justice 
Statistics reported that 16,6 
million people in the United 
States became victims of identity 
theft in 2012. This resulted in a 
financial loss of $24.7 billion. The 
increasing emphasis in mobility 
and reliance on technology 
has caused experts to consider 
identity theft the fastest growing 
crime in America. 
Students are therefore 
exposed to many methods that 
would allow an identity thief to 
steal information. The University 
of San Diego is home to a 
population of over 5,000 students, 
which means that about 350 
students will end up victims of 
identity theft annually. In addition 
to visits to the bank and the use 
of ATMs on campus, students 
receive emails, open mail, and 
use the internet. 
Emails asking for personal 
information, known as phishing 
emails, are often sources 
of identity theft, as well as 
questionable websites that ask for 
a person's name, social security, 
or credit card information. The 
school itself holds a record for 
each student, which includes vital 
information, such as full names, 
birthdates, and social security 
numbers. If a wallet is left out or 
pickpocketed, a student's credit 
card and identification card can 
easily be stolen. 
The Travelers insurance 
company conducted a poll 
stating that the leading cause of 
identity theft is through stolen or 
misplaced items, such as a wallet 
or purse. The company reveals 
that car burglary and internet are 
the next two causes of identity 
theft. 
USD junior Krishna 
Durough is close to someone who 
has become a victim of identity 
theft. She detailed the process 
of how it happened and the 
consequences. 
"It happened to one of 
my parents," Durough said. "The 
thing is, it wasn't their fault. 
We're a pretty careful family, 
always making sure that we keep 
our wallets on us, shredding 
anything with our personal 
information on it if we didn't 
need it anymore, and not giving 
out any personal information 
online. Whatever happened, there 
were huge charges for jewelry and 
stuff suddenly appearing on my 
parents' account. Eventually, we 
managed to figure out what card 
they were using and cancelled it." 
Photo courtesy of Jonathon Coleman/flickr.com 
Identity theft is starting to affect more people because of how easy it can be to steal information. 
means that it will definitely gain 
a lot more customers," Mascetti 
said. "I have a Visa and an 
American Express, but I usually 
use my Visa since more businesses 
both here and overseas accept it. 
American Express, as a result, 
will start charging inactivity fees 
if I don't keep using it. It's just a 
cycle that I'd rather just dump my 
American Express for if it means 
I don't have to upkeep both of my 
cards." 
Mascetti also talked 
about her experiences as a Costco 
member and speculated how the 
switch to Visa may affect her 
spending. 
"I usually go to Costco 
at least once every three months 
or so," Mascetti said. "And I try 
to spend no more than $200, but 
sometimes, I end up spending a 
little too much and pulling my 
purchase up to $300. It's pretty 
bad, but at least the American 
Express rewards card gives me 
some money back in rebate. 
About two or three percent, 
usually." 
Some students, such as 
sophomore Katie Johnson, have 
expressed uncertainty towards the 
future of using Visa at Costco. 
Photo Courtesy of Mike Mozart/flickr.com 
Costco is parting ways with their longtime business partner, American Express, to work with Visa. 
"We don't know what 
will come from this," Johnson 
said. "I enjoyed the rebate from 
American Express, because it 
could sometimes be useful on 
rainy days. But we have no idea if 
we'll get that much, if any, from 
Visa." 
The deal between Visa and 
Costco is set to be put into effect 
on April 1, 2016. It is unknown 
if the partnership will produce 
a rewards card like American 
Express did. However, the 
company has made it clear that the 
cards will serve as membership 
cards and can be used with Visa. 
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Invisible Children closes before mission is completed 
What happens when a nonprofit runs out of funding 
BROOKLYN DIPPO 
ASST. FEATURE EDITOR 
@brooklyndippo 
Make Joseph Kony famous 
overnight, check. That was the 
first goal of the San Diego based 
non-profit Invisible Children. 
With a 29-minute, emotionally 
charged YouTube short film 
that has been viewed over 
100 million times, the team of 
young activists had successfully 
begun their movement. 
Joseph Kony is the leader 
of the Lord's Resistance Army 
(LRA), a radical group in Africa 
that is responsible for displacing 
over two million Ugandans 
and abducting thousands of 
children, 66,000 of whom 
became child soldiers. Kony 
was indicted by the International 
Criminal Court for war crimes 
and crimes against humanity 
but has not been captured. 
When recent college 
graduates Jason Russell, Bobby 
Bailey, and Laren Poole visited 
Uganda in 2003 they got footage 
of and interviews from displaced 
children who were hiding from 
Kony and the LRA, and that is 
where Invisible Children began. 
The production talent of the 
founders is unparalleled, but their 
skills in managing the non-profit 
were heavily criticized. Despite 
the good intentions of nonprofits, 
they are not immune to failing as 
a business. And when a non-profit 
fails, those who were dependent 
on it are left hopeless once again. 
In the case of Invisible 
Children, there were signs 
that the non-profit was 
not good at business. 
Footage released of Russell, 
one of the co-founders, naked 
and screaming obscenities in 
the streets of San Diego just 
10 days after the video was 
released was only the beginning 
of the downward spiral. 
It was publicly reported that 
Russell was put on psychiatric 
hold before making a public 
apology but the movement lost 
the momentum it needed for its 
"Cover the Night" campaign, the 
call to action in the documentary, 
in the midst of bad publicity. 
On April 20, 2012, six weeks 
after the video was released, 
the campaign was a flop. 
Critics were quick to attack 
both the content of the viral video 
and the spending allocations of 
Invisible Children, which any 
non-profit should be prepared for. 
The first criticism was 
that the "Kony 2012" viral 
video used a substantial 
amount of old footage from as 
early as 2003 and presented 
it as if it were the situation in 
Uganda in 2012. It also was 
considered highly biased in its 
oversimplification of the conflict. 
Many nonprofits are 
criticized for how they spend 
donations and Invisible Children 
was no exception. Because 
nonprofits are required to disclose 
their finances to anyone who asks, 
they are easy targets for critics. 
Invisible Children raised 
$5 million dollars in 48 hours 
following the release of the 
documentary. Most donors 
believed that the money they 
gave would be going directly 
to aid in Uganda. However, 
financial statements pointed in a 
different direction. The majority 
of the non-profit's expenses were 
dedicated to raising awareness 
and lobbying, and they took out 
a pretty penny for salaries too. 
In 2012, over $2 million dollars 
were spent on salaries alone. 
Cameron Brown, a 
University of San Diego student 
who volunteered with Invisible 
Children for seven years said 
there are benefits to both media 
and groundwork spending. 
"As for whether the 
groundwork is m6re beneficial or 
their fundraising and awareness 
raising efforts stateside, it's 
difficult to say," Brown said. 
"They go hand in hand. Without 
the awareness and fundraising 
done here, programs like the 
ones they have there wouldn't 
be possible. So in terms of 
immediate aid, the groundwork 
programs are definitely better. 
But those programs can't 
be established without the 
efforts they do stateside." 
The non-profit was never 
supposed to last as long as it did. 
The goal of Invisible Children 
was to capture Kony by the end 
of 2012 and to begin closing 
down after that. Kony has 
not yet been forced to answer 
for his atrocities but the non­
profit was not a total failure. 
Invisible Children was 
successful in raising awareness 
and getting policymakers 
to prioritize Uganda on the 
political agenda. Since 2012, 
three of the five commanders 
of the LRA have been captured 
and over 90 percent of LRA 
violence has been stopped. 
Brown volunteered on the 
U.S. side of the organization 
but said that the organization 
had a well-organized response 
to resolving LRA conflict in 
Africa. Invisible Children set up 
radio towers for early warning 
of raids, dropped defection 
fliers encouraging members of 
the LRA to abandon the group, 
built rehabilitation centers 
for children who had been 
kidnapped, and set up schools 
with mentoring programs. 
"Their groundwork in 
Uganda, CAR, DRC, South 
Sudan, etcetera was multifaceted," 
Brown said. "They help with all 
steps in dealing with the LRA." 
After a cutback down to 
22 employees at the beginning 
of 2014, Invisible Children 
announced that they would be 
phasing out all of their U.S. 
employees inc luding the executive 
board in 2015. Invisible Children 
is handing their work over to 
local programs in Africa that aid 
victims of the LRA and keeping 
only a few lobbyists working in 
the states. Invisible Children is 
running one last campaign to raise 
$150,000 to fund the transition. 
A statement on the Invisible 
Children website makes it clear 
that the movement is not over even 
though the funding has dissolved. 
"We're not quitting, because 
we won't stop until every captive 
man, woman, and child is out 
of the LRA," the website said. 
The closing of Invisible 
Children and their mass-media 
technique is an interesting 
case in the nonprofit world. 
Focusing on groundwork 
may be more helpful to victims 
of the LRA but one thing is 
certain, people will recognize the 
name Kony for years to come. 
Photo courtesy of duncan c/fiickr.com 
Invisible Children is closing before Kony can be brought to justice. 
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As National Eating 
Disorder Awareness Week came 
and went a couple weeks ago, I 
was disappointed by the lack of 
attention it garnered here at the 
University of San Diego. As young 
adults, we are a part of the age group 
most affected by eating disorders 
and disordered eating. California 
outnumbers every other state by 
far for population that suffers from 
eating disorders, according to the 
National Association of Anorexia 
Nervosa and Associated Disorders. 
1 am glad that USD recognizes the 
week in a small way, but 1 just 
don't feel like it is enough. 
Living in San Diego, we are 
constantly on the beach. Whether 
we are tanning, swimming, or 
partying, the amount of clothes 
we wear is typically extremely 
minimal. And during beautiful 
weeks like this one, we are 
still probably wearing minimal 
clothing just going to class. 
The constant documenting 
we all do via Snapchat, Instagram, 
and Facebook means that every 
day our physical appearances have 
the potential to be uploaded and 
seen by all of our friends. Add 
that on to the pressure that college 
already puts on us to look our best, 
whether that is the desire to appear 
attractive to romantic interests, our 
sorority sisters, or our new friends. 
We are constantly told that 
college is the time to live it up 
and put ourselves out there, and 
do those things while we are at 
our physical prime. Factor this all 
together, and it's almost impossible 
not to be worried about the way we 
look. 
What worries me the most 
about the prevalence of eating 
disorders and disordered eating in 
our age group is that it seems to 
have become a mindset ingrained 
in our culture. Whether that be 
eyeballing each other's plates 
when we're choosing dinner at the 
SLP, commenting "so skinny!" on 
our friends' Instagrams like it's 
a compliment, or even just the 
obsession with bodies in popular 
culture in general, it is clear to 
me that skinniness is important to 
most people. The mindset is that 
we all need to be thin, praise each 
other for attaining thinness, and 
reinforce its attractiveness. 
I have always referred to 
myself as "curvaceous," and by 
no means am 1 ashamed of that. 
What does make me unhappy, 
however, is when the immediate 
response I receive when calling 
myself curvy is "No, you're not! 
Don't say that!" Even though this 
is my friends trying to pay me a 
compliment, I've realized that the 
rejections of words like "curvy" 
subtly instills an ideology in 
people not to celebrate any body 
type that isn't perfectly thin. I may 
have started off happy and proud 
to say that I was curvaceous, but 
when I receive backlash, I have to 
question whether or not I actually 
should be proud of my body. 
I don't know what it takes 
to change a mindset so deeply 
instilled in us, but a good first step 
would be to at least put things out 
in the open. By starting a dialogue 
about disordered eating at USD, 
hopefully we can erase the stigma 
and see a more diverse range of 
beautiful bodies at the beach this 
spring. 
Student Media Fee Referendum Letter to the Editor 
From USDtv & USD Radio 
Student Media at the 
University of San Diego has been 
a staple for years, encompassing 
the Vista, USDtv, and USD Radio. 
These organizations inform and 
entertain the general student body 
in a way that few outlets can. 
USD media is where students 
voice their opinions, share their 
preferences, and report on what 
is important to not only ourselves 
as students, but the entire USD 
community as well. Whether that 
is sharing recently discovered 
music acts, reporting on local 
news stories, or covering which 
sorority and fraternity won Greek 
Week, these outlets provide a 
place for student voice. The Vista 
is the most prominent of the three 
organizations, in part due to the 
tremendous support it receives 
from the University and the 
particular way the organization 
is funded. Such support is most 
clearly seen through the Vista fee, 
which secures a $4 per semester 
fee from each undergraduate. 
The Vista Fee has 
enabled our student newspaper 
to grow and flourish into the 
reputable local news source that 
covers various USD happenings. 
The financial resources that the 
Vista gains through the fee have 
paved the way for attracting 
talent, enriching its members, 
and creating a professional 
system that emulates a real world 
newspaper. Also, the fact that this 
fee is separated by the budgetary 
discretion of Associated Students 
means that the Vista can 
properly report on stories that 
affect students without fear of 
repercussions from any of our 
school's governing bodies. It also 
means that the Vista has a solid 
financial foundation throughout 
the year. Unfortunately, USDtv 
and USD Radio do not have the 
luxury of this support system. 
The same financial 
assistance, and resulting freedom, 
can and should be applied 
to USDtv and Radio. In the 
upcoming Associated Students 
elections, we as students can elect 
to set the foundation for one of 
the best collegiate media systems 
in Southern California and 
beyond. In addition to the reasons 
stated above, USDtv and Radio 
have a more peculiar need for the 
Media fee. Both organizations 
have long-term capital needs. In 
other words, a new broadcasting 
system for USD Radio may cost 
the entirety of its budget one 
semester, but has little to no 
expenses the next year. As funded 
centers of Associated Students, 
USDtv and Radio cannot take 
advantage of the same financial 
support as the VISTA. That is 
why we hope to pass the Student 
Media Fee Proposal. It would 
increase the Vista fee by $3 per 
semester and officially fund all 
media outlets independently. 
It only takes an extra $3 per 
semester to fund TV and Radio 
and help them bring the highest 
quality of product to the USD 
community. We can achieve this 
by simply foregoing one In-N-
Out burger for a semester and 
voting in support of the Student 
Media Fee referendum. Vote 
yes for the Student Media Fee 
in the upcoming AS elections 
on your MySandiego portal. 
Pros and cons of Spring/Easter Break 
Combining spring break and Easter break great for some, not for others 
TAYLER REVIERE 
VERNINAS 
ASST. OPINION EDITOR 
The countdown for spring 
break has officially begun and 
many students have been crossing 
off the days in their calendars until 
they no longer have to go to class. 
Well, for a straight week, at least. 
Many students complain 
about the University of San 
Diego's decision to combine 
spring break with Easter break 
this year, calling it Spring/Easter 
Break, although it has been policy 
for the past few years to alternate 
each year between separate breaks 
and the combined break. Still, 
it stings a little bit to watch the 
vacationers enjoying their breaks 
on the beach while we drive 
past them on our way to class. 
Especially in the peak 
of midterms, anger towards 
USD for not having the typical 
spring break reaches a new 
high when we are surrounded 
by rambunctious students of 
other universities partying all 
over our stomping grounds. 
* When experiencing the 
feelings of resentment and 
annoyance that follow, it is 
important to remember that we 
already reside in the beautiful 
city of San Diego where many 
people spend spring break, so 
our spring break is pretty much a 
year-round occurrence anyways. 
In years past, the university 
has set aside a week-long spring 
break for students and a five-
day break for the Easter holiday. 
However, some years it appears 
that spring break and Easter break 
get combined into one holiday. 
This year, it appears 
to be convenient for USD 
scheduling officials to kill 
two birds with one stone. 
Although most universities 
do not alternate between the 
Photo Courtesy of Road-School / Flickr Commons 
Students from universities everywhere flock to Mission Beach for spring break 
separate and combined Easter 
and spring breaks, there are 
pros and cons to this system. 
One con, in particular, is the 
long stretch of time between 
winter break and Easter break. 
Senior, Molly Gartland, 
who has experienced both types 
of spring breaks comments 
about this year's shorter break. 
"I can understand why it 
is combined with Easter being 
so early, but it would be nice to 
have a few extra days off here 
and there to compensate for the 
shorter break," Gartland said. 
Another con is the difficulty 
of planning trips with family or 
friends from other schools, as 
our spring break does not align 
with most schools' anymore. 
This takes away the 
excitement of meeting new kids 
from other schools at popular 
spring break destinations, 
as most schools are cleared 
out of these spots by the 
time USD students arrive. 
Not all students have 
a problem with this revised 
Spring/Easter Break, however. 
For freshman Grant 
Gilbreth, the one week spring 
break makes no difference to him. 
"1 feel as if one week 
keeps me in the mentality of 
my schoolwork; if we had two 
weeks for break, it might make 
people trail away from their 
studies," Gilbreth said. "It 
would be nice to take the time 
for Easter to celebrate and enjoy 
the holiday for what it is meant 
to be. However, the schedule 
is what is and I am happy 
with the one week vacation." 
Even professors find benefits 
in the combined, later break. 
Professor Lark Diaz appreciates 
this year's timing for spring break. 
"I like where the break 
has fallen because I have 
already finished grading 
my midterms," Diaz said. 
"In the past years I 
have always spent my entire 
break grading midterms and 
thankfully I have not had to do 
that this year since Easter is 
later in the season," Diaz said. 
"1 also enjoy the nice 
smooth rhythm of the break, 
however, I am so ready for spring 
break to happen," Diaz said. 
Spring break 2015 seems 
to also be an advantage for 
those students who live in a 
different state or country, as it 
gives them more time to travel 
home and back for the holiday. 
Sophomore Angela 
Hessenius is grateful for the 
combined spring break because 
it gives her more travel time. 
"I am from Connecticut so it 
is helpful that this year's break is 
longer, since I am able to go home 
as opposed to Thanksgiving break 
which is shorter," Hessenius said. 
"It is nice because this year I am 
able to go back home for Easter 
since I was not able to last year." 
Personally, I would not 
mind having two separate spring 
break vacations since I only 
live about two hours north of 
San Diego. Extra time to spend 
with family and friends would 
be ideal, however, not every 
student lives so close to school. 
Attending a private Catholic 
school my entire life, the reasons 
for the break being centered 
around the Easter holiday are 
understandable. It is a bit of an 
adjustment for those accustomed 
to two-week spring breaks, 
hence the disappointment in 
combining the two breaks. 
However, when we study 
in a city where everyone else 
vacations, our one-week vacation 
back home will make us want 
to return to the spring break 
destination we live in year-round. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body. 
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**This is a paid advertisement ** 
Happy University of Diversity Week from Associated Students! 
This year, Associated Students (AS) and Torero Program Board (TPB) have made 
inclusion and diversity a top priority. Through the initiatives AS has pursued, and the 
programming TPB has done, your student government has facilitated campus-wide 
conversations on inclusion and diversity on behalf of the USD student body. AS and TPB 
have looked to address inequalities among all students, specifically through providing 
outlets for expression to the student body. Ultimately, the primary goal of AS and TPB is for 
all students to feel a sense of belonging within the Torero family. Together, we are Toreros! 
Specifically, the last few weeks of planning have been important for your student 
government Recently, AS co-sponsored a talk by Alicia Garza, who is the founder of the 
Black Lives Matter movement Alongside TPB, numerous offices on campus have been 
coming together to put on a weeklong event called "University of Diversity Week." 
Simultaneously, AS continues its "USD Stands For" pledge and the "USD 1 Love You" 
initiative with the goals of creating a more unified campus and making all Toreros feel at 
home at USD. 
Associated Students, Torero Program Board, and all other area's of campus share a 
common goal of bringing awareness, education, and understanding of social justice issues to 
our community. We have put forth intentional efforts in order to bring about positive 
change, and this year has been one of growth in the right direction. AS and TPB will 
continue to create initiatives and programs to foster inclusion and diversity on campus. All 
Toreros ultimately have a commitment to educate each other and work toward bringing 
about a higher awareness of diversity and inclusion at USD. AS and TPB are committed to 
continuing this effort with all of you, our fellow Toreros. 
HvM D\«Y WEEJf 
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Lake Havasu, Arizona 
This isn't the lake that 
you went to as a kid. 
Havasu turns into a 
college yacht club 
during spring break. 
With boats packed 
close enough together 
to hop across and 
sandbars that allow 
students to wade 
through the water, the 
party never stops. 
Havasu is one of the 
most affordable 
option for students 
too. It is just over a 
five hour drive from 
San Diego and the 
biggest expense might 
be splitting a boat 
rental with friends. 
Cabo San Lucas, 
Mexico 
Want to hit the beach 
with a foreign twist? 
Cabo might be the 
destination for you. It 
is a popular spring 
break destination 
that offers great 
resort packages and 
beautiful scenery. You 
can sail past the 
beautiful rock arches 
on a dinner cruise or 
get some shopping 
done downtown. But 
it's the fun bar scene 
that keeps students 





This hip city is the home of the 
"South by Southwest" festival 
that features film screenings, 
music performances, and 
interactive conferences. The 
capital of Texas is also known 
as the "Live Music Capital of 
the World" and concerts are 
plentiful if listening to tunes is 
your ideal spring break. Austin 
is surrounded by natural 
springs and rivers as well as 
some hiking hot spots if you 
want some more adventure 
while you're there. 
« 
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Miami, Florida 
South Beach kicks off 
its long season of 
partying with the 
spring break crowds. 
Miami combines the 
city and beach 
experiences 
flawlessly. Visitors 
can work on their 
tans during the day 
and work on their 
dance skills in the 
clubs at night. It also 
offers some of the 
best restaurants and 
shopping in the 
country. 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
For San Diego students, Las 
Vegas is a just a few hours 
away by car and an ideal 
spring break destination. 
Las Vegas is a city with 
endless possibilities for 
spring breakers. Known as 
Sin City, the Las Vegas Strip 
is home to numerous 
hotels, day and night clubs, 
shows, and shopping all in 
one place. What happens in 
Vegas, stays in Vegas. 
South Padre Island, Texas 1 San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Texas has some of the 
most relaxed drinking 
regulations for beaches 
making South Padre 
Island a top destination 
in the South. There are 
no glass bottles allowed 
but oceanside keggers 
are okay. The water in 
SPI is a lot warmer too 
with temperatures in the 
70s this time of year. 
Resorts host beach 
bashes for thousands on 
the island complete with 
live music, DJs, dance 
battles, and bikini 
contests. 
The island of Puerto 
Rico offers the foreign 
feel without the need 
for a passport or 
currency exchange. The 
beaches are beautiful 
and not as crazy as 
other top destinations. 
Nature lovers can 
explore the El Yunque 
Rainforest while history 
buffs check out the 
historic sites like El 
Morro. The prices in 
Puerto Rico are ideal for 
traveling students too. 
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Spring break is in the air 
for what seems to be evefy other 
school except for USD. I have to 
admit I am extremely jealous of 
all my friends that are lying on a 
beach somewhere in the world, 
enjoying their spring break. 
After sulking about 
midterms and the long stretch 
of the week before our Spring/ 
Easter break, I decided to take a 
few minutes and drive down to the 
beach and watch the sunset. Cliche, 
I know. But as I was sitting on the 
beach ""watching all the drunken 
snapchats my friends were posting, 
I had an epiphany. Their spring 
break is my everyday. 
For most of us here at 
USD, we live within a five mile 
radius of a beach, the weather 
is almost always perfect beach 
weather, and when someone asks 
us what our Friday night plans are 
we more often than not say "Oh 
I'll probably just head down to the 
beach." Like it's a casual thing. 
All of the students that do 
not attend a university in a beach 
city miss out on our everyday 
luxury. They are forced to travel 
and put up some cash to get to 
their beach destination, when it is 
literally in our backyard. While my 
sister — who unfortunately chose 
a snow-tundra school to attend — 
was visiting, she was in shock that 
we can see the beach from campus, 
hang out at the beach, and spend 
our nights at beach houses. 
If we want to spend a 
day with our toes in the sand, we 
can. Sure, our busy schedules can 
interfere with our beach time, 
but the option is always there, 
" no matter what time of year. The 
bookstore and Tu Mercado sell 
beach supplies, come on people. 
Us San Diego students are actually 
living the dream. 
San Diego has been 
crowded the past few weeks 
with visiting college students, 
mesmerized by the beach and 
beautiful weather that they get to 
enjoy for their week-long spring 
break. Then they unfortunately 
have to leave our perfect little 
beach city and back to their own 
universities. 
So instead of sulking and 
questioning why we have one week 
off for Easter, realize that you are 
living a type of spring break every 
day. When you are stalking social 
media to pass time walking to class 
and come across your hometown 
friends soaking up the sun at the 
beach, remind yourself that their 
spring break is our every day. 
People travel miles to spend a few 
days in what we get to experience 
whenever we want. 
So when you are stuck 
in class and know your hometown 
friends are down at Mission beach 
celebrating their spring break, just 
remember that their spring break is 
our everyday. 
Sigma Pi: Operation Bow Wow 










They say that a dog 
is a man's best friend. But for 
Michael Girard, a senior at the 
University of San Diego, a dog 
would be much more than that. 
The University of San 
Diego community is supporting 
Sigma Pi, a fraternity on campus, 
in their attempt to raise $8,000 
for Operation Bow Wow, a 
project being put on to raise 
money for a guide dog for Girard. 
13 years ago, Girard 
was struck by a drunk driver in 
New York. He fought for his life, 
recovered and eventually regained 
the ability to communicate 
and navigate on his own. 
However, as a result of 
the accident, he lost his eyesight 
and suffered brain trauma. 
Girard traveled across 
the country to sunny San Diego 
and began attending USD. 
Girard has been 
attending USD for the past 
three years and has received 
assistance from the USD 
community during his time here. 
"USD has been 
extremely helpful," Girard said. 
Although Girard has 
support from the students at 
USD, he still faces difficulties 
every day due to his injuries. 
Girard's injuries from his 
accident make everyday mobility 
a difficulty, but there is one thing 
that could help: a guide dog. 
While it may seem like 
Girard is only a few steps away 
from reaching his goal of getting 
a guide dog, there is still one more 
obstacle that he must overcome. 
Being a student with 
limited income,, he is faced 
with the costs of tuition, the 
guide dog, as well as medical 
and everyday expenses that 
come with having a pet. 
For the projected 12 
year service life of the dog, an 
owner should expect to spend 
about $20,000 to take care of it. 
Sigma Pi has made 
it their goal to help Girard 
pay for his guide dog. The 
fraternity has started the 
fundraiser, Operation Bow Wow. 
All donations will be put 
toward the guide dog expenses 
such as, medical, dental, food, and 
insurance costs that are associated 
with caring for the guide dog. 
The fraternity has 
already found a local veterinarian 
who offered to provide free 
medical and dental care for the 
entire service life of Girard's guide 
dog, covering approximately 
$12,000 of expenses. 
That leaves $8,000 
for the fraternity to fundraise 
to cover the everyday 
expenses of dog ownership. 
Operation Bow Wow 
has already raised more than 
$1,300 for the cause. So far 
there are no fundraiser events 
planned and donations can only 
be made online or in Olin Hall. 
Sean Curran, a senior in 
Sigma Pi, is happy to see an entire 
organization coming together to 
help support a student in need. 
"I think it shows how 
dedicated the USD community is 
to making a difference in our local 
community and helping those that 
are less fortunate," Curran said. 
"We are so blessed to be able 
to go to such a great university 
and our events and fundraisers, 
like Operation Bow Wow, are 
evidence that our student body 
is dedicated to these causes." 
Every student has the 
opportunity to help regardless 
of their involvement on campus. 
The fundraiser is reaching 
out past Greek Life, past 
organizations, and to individual 
students to help change the life 
of one student, Mike Girard. 
"I hope to be a 
source of social change after 
I graduate, and because of the 
help of the students here at 
USD, the possibility of getting 
a guide dog has now become 
a probability," Girard said. "In 
spite of having a challenging life. 
People around me have helped 
to make it a remarkable life." 
For some people 
dogs are more than just a best 
friend, they are guides for life. 
Photo Courtesy of Facebook/Operation Bow Wow 
Sigma Pi's Operation Bow Wow is fundraising for a guide dog for Mike Girard, a blind student at the University of San Diego. 
Photo Courtesy of Facebook/Operation Bow Wow 
Operation Bow Wow's logo features Mike Girard on the University of San Diego's campus. 
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-Get free Pizza for life. On the bock of a Sbar-
ro's pczza receipt there is a survey that, when 
completed, gets you a code for a free slice of 
pizza, when you get that pizza you also get 
another receipt with the same offer. Eat and 
repeat! 
-Want to save money on your utility bills? Put a 
brick in your top toilet tank. Youll save a brick's 
worth of water every time you flush the toilet. 
-Never buy another book again! Paperback-
Swap com lets you swap your old books with 
ether people online. 
-Put your candles hi the freezer before using 
them, it will help them burn longer. 
Life Hacks! 
"1 
-Buying something from Apple0 Add it to your shopping 
cart but donf buy it yet. in 7-10 days they'll give you a 
15-20 pa-cent discount on that item. 
-Pineapple juice is 500 percent more effective at helping 
you stop coughing than cough syrup is. Pineapples contain 
bromelain, which can combat infections and eradicate the 
bacteria. 
-Put glow-in-the-dark tape on your charger and never lose 
your phone again! 
-Eating chocolate while studying helps the brain retain new 
information easily and is directly linked to high test scores. 
-WordHippo.com is a website that will help you find the word you're looking for when you can only think of a phrase 
to describe it 
-Want to read faster? Chew gum This can double or even triple your reading speed because it distracts the brain 
signals from your eyes, ears and mouth by giving them something else to focus on. 
-Too lazy to do dishes? Use a tortilla as a plate. No dishes needed plus you get to eat the tortilla after. 
-On MyFridgeFood.com you can put in whatever you have in your fridge and it will tell you everything you can make 
with them. 
Correction: 
On March 9, in the 
Life Hacks section, 
The Vista reported 
that, 
"Forgot to send in an 
assignment on time? 
Change the date of 
your whole computer 
system and then send 
it in." 
The Vista does not 
support cheating or 
academic dishonesty. 
The Vista supports 
the honor code and 
mission statement of 
the University of San 
Diego. 





ASST. FEATURE EDITOR 
@brooklyndippo 
Insight is now available 
in the app store for all University 
of San Diego students. This app 
was previously featured while in 
beta mode. Insight was released to 
the app store on March 12, 2015. 
The app is a student's 
ultimate to-do list. Organizing 
students' academic work, 
extracurricular activities, and 
everyday schedule. To log in to 
Insight you must use your USD 
username and password. This 
allows the app to access your 
semester courses and keep track 
of assignments, as well as grades. 
Users have the option 
to add in custom categories such 
as, job searches, non-school 
related activities, or sports. USD 
students can also search a current 
or previous professor's name, 
check their current class meeting 
times and location, and previous 
grades. Users will be able to save 
all their to-do lists and view past 
courses they have taken at USD. 
Insight is the 
newest addition to USD's 
apps and is already popular 
amoung USD students. 
USD Insight ̂  
University of San Diego > 
Reviews 
Sign <n with your USD Student ID. 
Insight teatomstiealty popumtei 
you? class, schedule. 
0 
Related 
View your tasks in a comb 
use visualisations to pnej 
plan for Hie upctwning 
*30 ADD AhZl> TASK 
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ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR 
@kkarn7 
In the wake of this week's 
annual March of the Toreros, I 
am .reminded of the incredible 
potential that USD has for a 
strong and cohesive community. 
I use that term community 
loosely because while it is often 
the first thing that students 
will praise about the school, 
it is also ironically one of the 
primary complaints as well. 
This speaks to the duality of 
the word and also how it functions 
at USD. The positive aspect is 
that the campus is filled with 
many open-minded, welcoming 
individuals who seek deep, 
interpersonal relationships with 
one another. This helps students 
to find their own personal fit 
where they can be embraced 
and celebrated by their peers. 
The more difficult aspect 
is that while certain groups can 
provide a home for individuals, 
it is among the different groups 
that there is a disconnect. 
Whether it be student athletes, 
Greeks, veterans, media groups, 
multicultural organizations, or 
any of the other student groups at 
school, all of them stand strongly 
on their own, putting forth 
amazing effort throughout the 
year to plan events, speakers and 
workshops. However, structured 
opportunities for interactions 
between them are few and far 
between. It takes an intentional 
event such as March of the 
Toreros to actually bring the 
entire USD community together 
and that needs to change. 
So how do we work to 
activate some of that change? It 
starts and ends with one simple 
concept: participation. Though it 
would be great if everyone from 
all walks of life got involved 
with each other's clubs, it's 
not realistic. That is where the 
events come in. The simple act 
of attending a group's event 
implies a level of recognition 
and respect that can help to 
bridge the separation gaps. 
Consider last weekend. 
There were Greek Week skits, 
the "Dog Sees God" theatre 
production, and a baseball 
game all happening on campus. 
Although these events do not 
stmggle with attendance, there is 
difficulty branching out to new 
audiences. People went to their 
third year of Greek Week Skits. Or 
their second theatre production. 
Or their fifth baseball game. 
Let's make this spring 
season about firsts. Break 
out of your comfort zone and 
go to something for the first 
time on campus. It doesn't 
matter what it is, but with all 
of the juniors back from being 
abroad, spring lends itself to a 
new event every week. There 
is the Chopped competition 
this week, Greek philanthropy 
events on the weekends, Relay 
For Life in April, PRIDE's 
Drag Show also in April, and 
a number of awareness events 
from now until finals. My 
challenge to you? Just say yes. 
Celebrating 50 years of Selma in photo 
Photo Courtesy of University Galleries 
Stop into the Fine Art Galleries at the IPJ and see some of the prized phorographs from the iconic Selma march. 
ALLIE ROSS 
CONTRIBUTOR 
50 years ago, 25,000 people 
stood at the steps of the Alabama 
State Capitol Building, waiting 
for the Rev. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. to speak. Many of them had 
spent the last five days marching 
50 miles from Selma, Ala. to the 
Montgomery Capitol. They were 
cold, tired, and waiting on much 
more than just a speech. 
The march was a tipping 
point in the Civil Rights battle. 
The struggle for voting rights in 
the United States, particularly 
the Deep South, was finally 
being addressed. Yet it is an 
event somewhat lost in time, 
overshadowed by moments 
of intense police brutality 
or the timeless, "I Have a 
Dream" speech. But as the 
50 th anniversary approaches, 
attention has been drawn again 
to the march and its significance. 
Dr. Derrick Cartwright, 
the University of San Diego 
Director of University Galleries 
and Professor of Practice, 
believes this is a time to check 
our progress. 
"This is a time to think 
about how far, or maybe, how 
little we've come," Cartwright 
said. 
Cartwright addressed a 
classroom of USD students last 
week about the campus exhibit, 
"Selma, 1965: Bruce Davidson 
and the Photography of Civil 
Rights." The free exhibit opened 
March 6 and will run through 
May 22 in the Fine Art Galleries 
at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for 
Peace and Justice. It is meant to 
commemorate the exceptional 
bravery of the citizens who 
participated in the march, as well 
as raise deep questions about the 
current state of racial affairs in 
the United States. 
Cartwright is excited about 
the exhibit, which includes 
about 70 works of art with labels 
written by USD students. Most 
of the work is that of Civil Rights 
photographer Bruce Davidson, 
whose work has not received 
considerable attention over the 
years. 
"Davidson was really the 
only photographer to shoot the 
entire march," Cartwright said. 
"Others mostly convened at the 
end when the celebrities like 
Joan Baez came out and when 
Dr. King gave his speech." 
Besides capturing the 
participants in the march, 
Davidson also captured shocking 
moments such as the murder of 
activist Viola Liuzzo. He was run 
off the road and shot four times 
by the Klu Klux Klan on the final 
day of the march. Davidson's 
photos have only been on exhibit 
twice before, once in their 
initial publication and once in a 
museum gallery about a decade 
ago. 
To Cartwright, having these 
photos on exhibit is especially 
poignant given the recent racial 
tensions in the U.S. He noted the 
considerable parallels between 
the demographics and size of 
Selma, Ala. and Ferguson, Mo., 
where a majority of the current 
tension has arisen from. He hopes 
that visitors will feel inspired to 
begin a dialogue after viewing 
the art, as he himself was. 
"I have a lot of feeling 
towards this art," Cartwright 
said. "It's not dead work. It has a 
power today that no one could've 
expected. Some are beautiful, but 
others made me feel humiliated 
as a human being." 
USD is one of only four 
or five other museums in the 
country doing a commemorative 
exhibit on Selma, despite the 
recent major motion picture 
depicting the events. Adding to 
the uniqueness of the exhibit are 
the student written labels for the 
art, a practice that is not widely 
celebrated by the art community. 
Cartwright expressed 
great pride in his students' work 
on the labels and attributed 
their unprecedented level of 
participation to the nature of 
USD's galleries and the hands-
on experience the students are 
granted by attending a small 
school. While he strongly 
advocated for USD to one day 
have a stand-alone museum, 
he was firm in his belief in the 
special value of the current art 
programs. 
"Yale, Berkley, they have 
wonderful on-campus, stand­
alone museums," Cartwright 
said. "But I can guarantee you 
that they aren't letting 19-year-
olds write the labels." 
Cartwright hopes that 
people will continue to take 
advantage of the free galleries, 
and learn to appreciate art 
and its value in a world that is 
continually devaluing it. He is 
dedicated to elevating the level 
of work shown and to bringing 
lively, engaging exhibits to 
campus. 
"Art changes your angle 
on the world," Cartwright said. 
"If we're creating a space where 
people can come and have 
discussions, disagree, and work 
things out, then I'm doing my 
job." 
Photo Courtesy of University Galleries 
Bruce Davidson's photography offers unique perspecitve of the march. 
• 
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I have had the privilege of 
attending a variety of productions 
from both the University of San 
Diego undergraduate theatre 
department and graduate 
theatre department along with 
student productions and others 
that were advised by USD 
faculty. However, none of them 
prepared me for the emotional 
rollercoaster that is "Dog Sees 
God: Confessions of a Teenage 
Blockhead." 
Produced as an entirely 
student-run production and 
directed by USD senior Sophie 
Wood, "Dog Sees God" is a 
dark comedy and parody of the 
Peanuts characters reimagined 
as teenagers who go through 
a variety of issues that many 
teenagers face including drug 
use, suicide, eating disorders, 
teen violence, rebellion, sexual 
relations and identity. Each of 
the characters in this retelling 
have elements of their original 
characters as children, be it 
their personality, clothing, 
or behaviors. While this is a 
parody of the original story, 
it is unauthorized in that the 
playwright, Bert V. Royal, 
reimagined these characters as 
sort of a fanfiction version of the 
original characters. 
Held in the Vassiliadis 
Family Black Box in Camino 
Hall, the set had a simple design, 
but represented the setting well. 
It brought the audience into the 
world of high school years. The 
costuming was very modern-in 
that all of the characters entered 
the stage in the first scene on 
their phones, signifying their 
age group. Each character also 
had an element in one or more 
of their costumes that eventually 
revealed which Peanuts character 
they were representing. 
The show begins with a 
dramatic scene between the main 
character CB (Charlie Brown), 
played by sophomore Dante 
Enriquez, and his sister (Sally), 
played by sophomore Meg 
Stoll Tron, attending their dog's 
(Snoopy's) funeral, revealing 
that he gets rabies and eventually 
is euthanized. Both of the actors 
bring lightness to the otherwise 
depressing first scene. 
For the rest of the show, 
Enriquez courageously tackles 
each of the scenes head on as he 
switches between subtle humor 
and drama, which highlights 
his quest for his true self in 
the same manner that Charlie 
Brown would have done. Tron 
is captivating as an identity-
confused teenager who longs 
to be accepted by Beethoven, 
who is annoyed by her childish 
advances. 
The show continues with 
short scenes introducing all of the 
characters and their relationship 
to CB. Tricia and Marcy 
(Peppermint Patty and Marcy), 
played by Veronica Sanchez 
and Kate Morton respectively, 
are delightful as gossipy, boy-
obsessed, popular girls that 
bring much-needed comic relief 
to some of the show's darker 
scenes. 
Matt (Pigpen) now is 
a pathological germaphobe 
who is also homophobic and 
terrorizes Beethoven (Shroeder) 
mercilessly. CJ Black delivers 
the role of Matt as CB's best 
friend and fellow football 
player. He had perfect timing 
and an extremely believable 
performance as the sex-crazed 
and violent jock who uses his 
masculinity to perhaps hide his 
true desires. 
Van (Linus), played by 
sophomore Devin Hampton, 
delivers the perfect performance 
as a Rastafarian version of the 
original little boy who would 
not leave his blanket. In his 
initial conversation with CB, 
he reveals that his sister (Lucy) 
has gone somewhere and that 
he misses her. The role of Van's 
sister is played by senior Sammy 
Bauman-Martin, who delivers a 
truly enjoyable performance as a 
now teenage pyromaniac who is 
incarcerated for setting the Little 
Redhaired Girl's hair on fire. 
Bauman-Martin's performance is 
delivered with the same wicked 
wit and sass that Lucy herself 
would have. 
Freshman Deri Clausen 
makes his debut as Beethoven, 
an outcast who is made fun 
of by all of his ex-friends and 
classmates for potentially being 
gay and being reclusive into his 
music. Clausen performs this 
role with extreme bravery and 
professionalism that is usually 
only seen in veteran actors. 
While I must give credit to 
Royal himself for writing such 
a relatable and impactful show, 
the young student actors truly 
shined in each of their roles. 
The interactions between the 
characters were very strong, 
which is a credit to the cast's 
performance as a whole. As 
director, Wood truly created an 
impactful, thought-provoking 
and entertaining show that 
brought many of the audience 
members, including myself, to 
tears with the raw emotion that 
each of the actors brought to the 
performance. 
Wood and the rest of the 
cast and crew of "Dog Sees 
God" fully demonstrated how 
effort and talent were interwoven 
into the production of this show 
and established an extremely 
high standard for their future 
theatrical endeavors. 
Photo Courtesy of Jose Galvan 
"Dog Sees God" offers a dark perspective of what the "Peanuts" characters lives could be as teenagers. 
Eula Biss brings fresh perspective 'On Immunization' 
DYLAN BROCKMEYER 
ASST. A&C EDITOR 
@dbrock08 
"Immunity is a myth," 
said renowned non-fiction 
author Eula Biss in a reading 
for the The Lindsay J. Cropper 
Memorial Writers Series at the 
University of San Diego. Biss 
spoke to students, faculty, and 
other spectators on Saturday, 
March 14 about the rising issue 
of child vaccination. 
In her book, "On 
Immunity," Biss addresses the 
complex social divergence 
which America and the world 
has lately been facing over the 
issue of whether vaccinating 
children is beneficial to their 
overall health. She is the first 
non-fiction writer to participate 
in the writing series since the 
program launched in 2004. 
Dr. Halina Duraj, a 
professor in the English 
department at USD and the 
director of the Cropper Writers 
Series, opened the seminar 
and was very excited with the 
turnout for the program's first 
non-fiction writer. 
"This is our first official 
writer in our non-fiction series," 
Duraj said. "We wanted a 
younger but up and coming 
writer that's writing about 
current significant societal 
issues. It was really important 
to us to bring in someone who 
would connect with people who 
might not necessarily go to an 
otherwise strictly literary event." 
The writing program 
originally began as a way to 
encourage students at USD to 
pursue literary careers. The goal 
behind it was to create an air 
of excitement around the arts, 
and the Eula Biss talk was no 
exception. After she read a few 
selections from her book, she 
opened the floor to questions 
about the subject matter. She 
was asked about how she 
interpreted the increasing infant 
mortality rate, the public health 
and demographics research 
affiliated with early childhood 
vaccination, and what made her 
choose to begin her book with 
fairy tale metaphors. 
Biss responded by telling 
of her own personal experiences. 
Her father was a doctor and 
often discussed the human body 
with her. Her mother told her 
fairy tales and greek myths and 
she began to draw from those a 
pattern about human mortality 
and immortality; she found a 
pattern of metaphors for fears 
of disease and vaccination that 
people have had for thousands of 
years. 
"In the end, we just have 
to work with the knowledge we 
have in the moment," Biss said. 
"Immunity doesn't come without 
a cost, it's a tremendous privilege. 
But, it's more about something 
else than public health. It's about 
people borrowing scientific 
language and taking into account 
that each vaccine is different; 
the risks and benefits differ and 
we need to have a competent 
knowledge to work with to make 
good decisions." 
Students at USD, like 
sophomore Joey Markus, 
enjoyed Biss's talk and thought 
her unique interpretation made 
the subject more interesting. 
"I thought it was very 
informative," Markus said. "It's 
interesting to see a creative 
writer approach a very political 
issue through her own personal 
perspective. Instead of being 
an essay on just facts, I liked 
her artist interpretation of the 
subject." 
Dr. Brian Clack, a professor 
in the Philosophy department, 
liked the transition between 
metaphor and fact. 
"I thought it was beautifully 
done," Clack said. "What I liked 
was how she said it in the context 
of mythology, abiding fears about 
disease and contagion; how that 
connects with fictional accounts 
of vampires and Grimm's fairy 
tales." 
During the reception after 
her reading many faculty and 
students were impressed with 
Biss's arguments and agreed 
that the decision to vaccinate a 
child rests within the personal 
experience of the parent. 
Vaccination is important for 
child and societal health, but 
it isn't necessary to get every 
single vaccination for the sake 
of precaution. Markus was 
in agreement with how she 
structured her book. 
"I agreed with the 
overarching thing she was trying 
to do," Markus said. "Her piece 
is more personal than political. 
More the journey of a mother 
discovering what to do through 
her experiences with her child" 
Clack believed he would 
side in a similar way to Biss if he 
had to make these decisions for 
his own children. 
"I'm not a father so I never 
have to wrestle with these issues 
about vaccinations," Clack said. 
"But, if I were a father, I would 
reach the same conclusion 
that she did I think. That is, 
vaccination is the safest thing for 
all people to do." 
He enjoyed her personal 
touch and even though it was 
non-fiction, she managed to 
present her material in a way 
that made it easy for listeners or 
readers to relate to. 
"I didn't so much 
experience it as a public service 
broadcast," Clack said. "As much 
as I perceived it as a fascinating 
insight into one woman's process 
of thought about the best and 
most responsible thing to do; not 
only for her child, but also for 
society." 
Biss and the Cropper 
Writers Series accomplished 
their goals of fostering 
interaction and critical thinking 
about the creative writing field 
and providing students and 
faculty a space to discuss the 
difficult social and political issue 
of vaccination in today's society. 
Dylan Brockmeyer/The Vista 
Eula Biss stopped to sign autographs of her book after the talk. 
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They say that practice 
makes perfect and this statement 
could not ring truer as the Spirit 
Team for the University of San 
Diego prepares to take the stage 
at USA Collegiate Nationals 
this weekend March 20-22. The 
team has been able to perfect 
their routine not only through 
their weekly practices on campus 
but also performing at the WCC 
tournament in Las Vegas March 
5-10. 
This brought both the cheer 
and dance teams together to 
prepare for their performances 
at the competition this weekend. 
It is the first time that both of 
these teams were able to perform 
together for a large audience 
during the multi-day tournament. 
Lead by sophomore dance 
captain Lizzie Berryhill, there 
were a few challenges that the 
members of Spirit Team faced 
during their experience due to 
performing in a new venue and a 
new game format. 
"We never knew when we 
would get to perform until two 
minutes before hand, and it just 
brought a whole new meaning 
to what it means to be prepared 
for anything," Benyhill said. "I 
think all the girls did incredible, 
especially since the majority of 
our team had never experienced 
WCC Vegas games before." 
Additionally, there was 
the added component of having 
other visiting spirit teams and 
cheer teams to compete with 
during game time. Senior Kelsey 
Englehardt has been a member of 
USD Spirit Team for the entirety 
of her time at USD and was 
excited to be able to perform in 
this type of setting. 
"When we are at USD there 
is no team from the opposing 
school on the other side," 
Englehardt said. "This added 
some extra stress to our games 
but we still just had to perform 
like we always do." 
Both Berryhill and 
Englehardt knew that this multi-
day tournament would give their 
team the opportunity to work 
together to not only perfect their 
routine but to bond as an entire 
team. 
"As a returning member 
of the Spirit Team, my main 
goal for the team this year was 
to become a very close team, 
where our teammates turn into 
our best friends," Berryhill said. 
"I am happy to say that, though 
we grew very close as a team 
this year prior to the tournament, 
getting to stay with each other for 
five days and have the team be 
our only responsibility made us 
100 times closer." 
Englehardt agrees with this 
Facebook/USD Spirit Team 
The cheerleaders show their support for the Toreros with some uplifting signs. 
Facebook/USD Spirit Te: 
The team poses for a picture with Diego Torero at the WCC Tournament in Las Vegas, Nev. 
The dance team poses on the court of 
in that the hard work put into 
multiple days of performing was 
the key to coming together as a 
team for a pivotal time in their 
competition season. 
"The most rewarding part of 
the experience was that we got to 
bond as a team and get extremely 
close while we are there," 
Englehardt said. "It is multiple 
days straight that we. are together 
24/7 so it's hard not to bond." 
The USD Spirit Team also 
has their previous coach Nicole 
DeMartini back as the head 
of their program. Englehardt 
; Orleans Arena prior to a game. 
believes this will help boost the 
team's overall performance and 
cohesiveness as a team. 
"My goal this year was 
to recreate this program," 
Englehardt said. "We had a few 
rough years the last two years but 
with Nicole DeMartini coming 
back to coach I was excited 
to rebuild this program to the 
high standards we used to hold 
ourselves to." 
Looking forward to this 
coming weekend, the USD Dance 
and Cheer teams are competing at 
the USA Collegiate Nationals at 
the Anaheim Convention Center 
in Anaheim, Calif., facing teams 
from all over the West Coast. 
This marks the first 
appearance for both teams at this 
competition and will give them 
an insight into the competitive 
world of collegiate dance and 
cheer teams. 
With their coach returning to 
advise the team and an appearance 
at the WCC tournament this 
month, the USD Spirit Team is 
ready to take on the competition 
scene and represent the University 
of San Diego Toreros. 
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Women's basketball selected to NIT 
Lady Toreros chosen to compete in postseason 
TARA NICOLE 
CONTRIBUTOR 
After an impressive overall 
record of 24-6, and a second 
place finish in the West Coast 
Conference with a record of 
14-4, the Women's basketball 
team announced that they would 
be competing in the Women's 
National Invitational Tournament 
this past Monday. This will be 
the team's fourth consecutive 
run at a WNIT championship 
and the program's fifth overall 
appearance. 
The Toreros made their 
best run at the championship 
during the 2011-2012 postseason 
where they advanced the furthest 
in program history, making it 
to the Final Four before losing 
to the eventual champion, the 
Oklahoma State University 
Cowboys. 
The Toreros are currently 
being led in scoring by Junior 
guard Malina Hood who is 
averaging 15 points per game 
as well as leading the team in 
3-point shooting. Hood is yery 
excited about being able to play 
Torero Baseball dominates Portland Pilots 
Toreros break Top 30 rankings with 10-7 record 
MATTHEW ROBERSON 
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR 
@mroberson22 
It would be difficult 
to imagine a better start to 
conference play than the one 
that the University of San Diego 
baseball team enjoyed. The 
Toreros won all three games in 
their series against the University 
of Portland Pilots last weekend, 
securing the sweep on Sunday 
afternoon with a 4-3 win. 
USD outscored Portland by 
a combined score of 16-5 over 
the three games, a number that 
was inflated by Saturday night's 
9-2 victory. After the sweep USD 
brings its record on the season 
to 10-7, with an undefeated 3-0 
record in conference play. The 
recent hot streak also vaulted 
the Toreros into the Collegiate 
Baseball top-30 poll. They 
currently sit at No. 30 in the 
rankings, and are the only West 
Coast Conference team to crack 
the list. 
After stumbling out of the 
gate, the team has found its stride 
in the last two weeks. In addition 
to winning eight of their last nine 
games, the Toreros have five wins 
against teams that were ranked in 
the top 15. As the calendar turned 
to March, head coach Rich Hill's 
team took its game to another 
level. The month started with 
a 3-1 victory in Austin over the 
University of Texas Longhorns, 
who they would go on to sweep. 
The success continued with the 
Toreros winning two of three 
against the Mississippi State 
Bulldogs and crushing the Cal 
extra basketball. 
"I think our team is very 
fortunate to have the opportunity 
to play in the postseason," Hood 
said. "The season has gone really 
well and we've had some great 
wins and we've had some people 
that have really stepped up and 
our doing great things for our 
team." 
Along with Malina 
Hood, her twin sister, redshirt 
sophomore guard Maya Hood has 
played a crucial role in the team's 
success this season averaging 
10.7 points per game as the third 
leading scorer for the Toreros. 
As for the four seniors on the 
team, they are ready to make one 
last run at a WNIT championship 
and to end their collegiate careers 
on the highest note possible. 
Senior captain Sophia Ederaine 
is having a tremendous senior 
season as she was named WCC 
first team and is also leading the 
nation in blocked shots averaging 
4.7 per game, and 143 on the 
season. Sophia believes the team 
can go far in the tournament the 
same way the Toreros did in her 
first WNIT debut as a freshman. 
The Lady Toreros will prepare for their 
"[We] have a solid team and 
we want to make a statement this 
year," Ederaine said. 
Sophia is the second leading 
scorer of the team averaging 11.9 
points per game. 
As well as Ederaine, senior 
guard and captain Katelyn 
McDaniel also shared her thoughts 
on the Toreros opportunity at an 
WNIT championship. 
"The NIT is always a great 
opening round NIT game against Long 
opportunity to have a postseason," 
McDaniel said. "Some teams are 
already done playing while we get 
to experience playing new teams, 
play deeper into March, and end 
our season on a high note." 
McDaniel mentions how 
she, as well as the rest of the 
seniors, are excited they get to 
play a few more games in their 
college careers. 
The Toreros will face off 
Photo Courtesy of USD Toreros 
Beach State on March 19. 
against Long Beach State on 
March 19 in the Jenny Craig 
Pavilion. Long Beach State 
ended their regular season with a 
record 22-9 and are a part of the 
Big West Conference. The team 
will continue to prep for the first 
round of the NIT the same way 
they do for all of their games 
through watching film, preparing 
at practice, and taking everything 
game by game. 
State Fullerton Titans 9-4, all on 
the road. 
When the players returned 
home they welcomed the Portland 
Pilots to Fowler Park, and the 
series was opened on Friday night 
with a dominant outing by junior 
pitcher David Hill. The right­
hander - who transferred from 
Orange Coast College - fired a 
complete game shutout while 
striking out 14 and allowing 
only four hits. Hill seemed to get 
stronger as the game went on; 
Portland was only able to muster 
one hit after the fifth inning and 
during one stretch from the fifth 
to ninth inning Hill faced 14 
straight batters without allowing 
a hit. 
There are several other 
eye-popping stats from Hill's 
game that demonstrate how great 
he was, such as his 76 percent 
ground ball rate or the fact that he 
only found himself in two three-
ball counts all night. But perhaps 
the best superlative a baseball 
player can receive is praise from 
his manager. Head coach Rich 
Hill was certainly singing the 
praises of his star pitcher after the 
game. 
"David has big league 
stuff," Hill said. "He's a premiere 
pitcher at any level. His changeup 
is what really separates him (from 
his peers)." 
The Toreros' ace was given 
more than enough run support 
in the early innings, as senior 
outfielder Austin Bailey drove 
home a run in the first inning 
and junior outfielder Kaey Smith 
tacked on one more an inning 
later on a perfectly placed squeeze 
bunt. Senior catcher Jesse Jenner 
Junior pitcher David Hill has posted a 2 
added on an insurance run in the 
seventh inning on a clutch two-
out single. 
The final game of the series 
was the most exciting, as the 
Toreros had to overcome an early 
deficit and then quell a Portland 
rally in the late innings. The 
game began in a bizarre fashion, 
as Coach Hill dialed up the old 
hidden ball trick in the top of the 
first inning with a Portland runner 
on third base. Unfortunately for 
all childish baseball fans like 
myself who love to see something 
like the hidden ball trick executed 
in a real life game, the team was 
called for a balk and the runner 
was allowed to score. 
After Portland added 
another run in the second inning, 
the Toreros stormed back with 
Photo Courtesy of USD Toreros 
16 ERA in 33.1 innings over his five starts this season. 
conference opponent of the 
season will undoubtedly provide 
some momentum for this talented 
some much needed power. 
Freshman catcher Riley Adams 
mashed a three-run home ran 
over the left field wall to take the 
lead in the bottom of the second, 
giving him the early team lead 
with two long balls on the season. 
It seemed as though USD might 
team heading forward. Coach 
Hill knows a thing or two about 
momentum — given the fact that 
he is serving his 17th season 
at the helm of USD baseball -




Hill said. "Our 
a game of 
confidence," 
.guys know 
cruise to an easy victory from • and he stressed the importance 
there, but Portland made things 
interesting in the top of the eighth 
inning. After already plating one 
run in the inning, the Pilots had 
the bases loaded facing a one-run 
deficit. Enter junior left hander 
Anthony Mclver. The aptly-
named closer was able to wriggle 
his way out of a jam just like 
his television namesake, before 
shutting the door in the ninth 
inning to earn his fourth save. 
A sweep against the first 
they can compete with anyone. 
We understand it is all about 
performance." Throughout the 
rest of the marathon baseball 
season, the Toreros will surely 
try to use their early momentum 
to duplicate this kind of dazzling 
performance. 
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Men's basketball program loses coach 
Bill Grier fired after 8 years as head coach 
NOAH HILTON 
CONTRIBUTOR 
The University of San 
Diego men's basketball program 
was rocked this past Monday by 
the news that head coach Bill 
Grier will not be returning next 
season after eight years at the 
helm of the program. 
Hired in 2007 after a 
successful career as an assistant 
under Mark Few at Gonzaga 
University, Grier led the Toreros 
to new heights during his tenure 
at USD. 
In only his first season, 
Grier was at the head of a Torero 
team that not only reached the 
NCAA tournament, but became 
the first San Diego team ever 
to win a tournament game by 
contributing to the madness of 
March and knocking off the 
heavily-favored University of 
Connecticut Huskies in the first 
round. 
That season was also 
punctuated by a huge road win 
against powerhouse Kentucky in 
historic Rupp Arena. Since that 
first year, which was ultimately 
marred by a point shaving scandal 
outside of Grier's control, the 
Toreros have also garnered 
attention for upsets over WCC 
juggernauts such as St. Mary's, 
BYU, and Gonzaga. 
When Grier was initially 
hired eight years ago, he was 
recognized by USD athletic 
director Ky Snyder as a top-notch 
recruiter and mentor who had the 
potential to bring in players that 
could put the program on the 
path to success. In many ways, 
Grier has done just that during his 
career as a Torero. 
His most recent recruiting 
classes have been the most 
successful, as he was able to sign 
players such as seniors Johnny 
Dee, Chris Anderson, and junior 
Jito Kok. 
It is this trio that has come 
to occupy a large portion of the 
USD career record books, with 
Dee now leading the way in 
points, Anderson in assists and 
steals, and Kok in blocks. 
Dee is very appreciative for 
having Grier as a coach during his 
four years as a Torero player. 
"[I] was impressed by 
Coach Grier's knowledge of the 
game, but also by the fact that 
he truly believed in me from the 
start," Dee said. 
It was this faith in his 
players that allowed Grier to 
extract as much from his teams as 
he ultimately did. 
Above simply his high 
basketball IQ, Grier gained 
recognition for his attitude and 
relationship to the team and the 
USD community. 
"Coach Grier's honesty and 
integrity always stood out," Dee 
said. "He made sure we lived the 
right way." 
Because of this commitment 
to nurturing men of character as 
well as basketball players, the 
impact of Grier's departure was 
certainly felt within the team's 
locker room. Several players 
declined to comment for this 
article out of respect for Grier. 
"The news is definitely a 
hard thing to hear," Dee said. 
Unfortunately, despite all 
Coach Grier posted a 117-144 record in 
these successes both on and off 
the court, the program has fallen 
short of the high standards set 
by other teams on campus, and 
it is this fact that played the 
biggest role in Grier's dismissal, 
according to athletic director Ky 
Snyder. 
"While Coach Grier has 
achieved recent improvements, 
these improvements have not 
quite met the expectations that 
were set when we signed him," 
Snyder said. "We want our men's 
basketball team to be competing 
for conference championships on 
a regular basis, and it has simply 
not reached that level yet." 
Grier is very appreciative 
for the opportunity to coach USD 
Flickr/SD Dirk 
his eight seasons at USD, taking the Toreros to the NCAA Tournament once. 
for eight years, but the news is 
difficult. 
"I'm more disappointed 
than anyone that we didn't win 
more games, but I know we did 
things the right way," Grier said. 
" I want to thank President Lyons, 
Ky Snyder and the University of 
San Diego for the tremendous 
opportunity to serve such an 
outstanding academic institution. 
I also want to thank my staff and 
our players for their efforts and 
contributions." 
Moving forward, the athletic 
department will immediately 
begin the search for Grier's 
successor. While Snyder did 
not admit to any possible targets 
at this point, the field will be 
focused around coaches who can 
fulfill the student athlete model at 
an elite university, that is USD. 
"We want someone who 
can be a recruiter, a teacher, 
and a mentor as well as a good 
basketball coach," Snyder said. 
Finally, while Grier's next 
step is unclear at this point, Snyder 
made a point of expressing the 
tremendous impact Grier has had 
here at USD. 
"I think the world of Bill 
Grier and his staff," Snyder said. 
"They have represented this 
school extremely well, and will 
definitely be missed." 
The Toreros now begin 
their look for a replacement head 
coach. 




Hometown: San Jose, Calif. 





Vista: When did you start 
playing baseball? 
Brigman: I started playing 
baseball at four years old, pretty 
much as soon as I could hold a 
bat. 
V: What is your favorite part of 
playing baseball? 
BB: My favorite part of baseball 
is the friendships I make with 
my teammates and people I play 
with. 
V: Would you like to play 
professional baseball? 
BB: I would love to play 
professional baseball. It has been 
my dream since I was a kid. 
V: If not baseball, what career 
would vou like to pursue? 
BB: If baseball doesn't work out 
I would pursue a career in the 
business realm as my dad did. 
V: You got drafted senior year of 
high school, what team drafted 
you? 
BB: The Oakland Athletics 
drafted me. 
V: Why didn't you decide to sign 
and head to the pros? 
BB: I did not sign because my 
parents really insisted that I go 
to college and get a degree so 
that I would have a backup plan 
if baseball doesn't work out the 
way I would hope. 
V: Why did you choose USD? 
BB: I hate cold weather, so I 
wanted to stay in California 
and you can't really beat San 
Diego weather. Plus the baseball 
program Coach Hill has built is 
phenomenal and a great place to 
prepare for professional baseball 
around great players who push 
me to be better everyday. 
V: Who is your favorite player? 
BB: My favorite player is Hanley 
Ramirez 
V: What is your favorite team? 
BB: San Francisco Giants. 
V: Do you have siblings? 
BB: I have three younger 
brothers. 
V: Do they play baseball? 
BB:Yes, all three play baseball 
as well. 
V: What are your personal 
baseball goals during your time 
here at USD? 
BB: Personally I would like to 
help my team achieve our overall 
goal of being the first Torero 
team to go to the college world 
series. 
V: Who is your role model? 
BB: My dad is my role model, he 
has given me everything I have 
and I would be satisfied in life by 
being half the man that he is. 
V: How do you personally get 
motivated each game? 
BB: I personally try to treat 
every game like its opening day 
and give 100 percent of what I 
have that day. 
Photo Courtesy of USD Toreros 
Brigman (left) has started in every game for the Toreros while hitting .291. 
V: Do you have any 
superstitions? 
BB: I always put the left side of 
my gear on first, and I always 
cinch ray belt to the third hole. 
V: What is your first baseball 
memory? 
BB: Playing tee ball with my dad 
as the coach. 
V: It's early in the season, but 
what is your favorite USD 
baseball memory so far? 
BB: Coming back from a six run 
deficit to beat Mississippi State. 
